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What are Pollinators?
• Animals that move from plant to plant while searching for 

protein-rich pollen or high-energy nectar to eat.
• Fertilize plants as they move, allowing the plant to form seeds, 

berries, fruits and other plant foods.

• Over 100,000 invertebrates 
(butterflies, wasps, moths, bees, flies, 
beetles) and over 1,000 mammals, 
birds, reptiles, and amphibians act as 
pollinators.



What are Pollinators?



Common Ohio Bee Species

Carpenter Bee Mason Bee

Bumble BeeHoney Bee

Squash Bee



Common Ohio Butterfly Species

Red Admiral

Tiger Swallowtail

Black Swallowtail

Monarch

Clouded SulphurBronze Copper



Why We Love Pollinators
Over 75% of plants rely on animal pollinators



More than 150 food crops 
depend on pollinators, 

including almost all fruit and 
grain crops 

Produce 
Choices With 
and Without 

Bees



Pollinators are 
responsible for 1 out of 3 

bites of food we take 
each day 

Dairy Choices 
With and 

Without Bees



The Issue
General Decline in Pollinators





The Issue Monarch Decline

J. Burris



Butterfly Life Cycle



Monarch Butterfly Laying Eggs



Monarch Butterfly Egg Hatching
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Monarch Caterpillar Transforming into Chysalis


